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Three years of hands-on support 
for farmers committed to prevention
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The future of the wolf is closely 
linked to reducing conflicts 
with human activities.

For this reason, we provide 
practical support to livestock 
farmers who share our 
commitment to coexistence.

“Every flock that crosses a valley helps keep the dialogue between people and nature alive.”
Davide Sapienza



Coexistence between human activities and large carnivores 
is one of the most complex challenges in modern 
conservation. In recent years, the natural return of wolves to 
many areas of Italy has brought the issue of coexistence 
between livestock farming and wildlife back to the center of 
public debate. A debate that is often polarized, with 
ideological positions and competing interests frequently set 
against one another.

The Coexistence Fund was founded on a simple belief: coexistence cannot be 
imposed—it must be built. For this reason, the Fund provides practical support 
to livestock farmers who choose to invest in prevention, supplying food for 
livestock guardian dogs, materials to improve farm protection, and tools that 
help reduce the risk of predation. Between 2024 and 2026, the Fund grew 
rapidly, evolving from a small pilot initiative into a project capable of 
supporting farms across much of Italy.

In just three years, the Coexistence Fund has supported 81 livestock farmers 
across 16 Italian regions, making a tangible contribution to the adoption of 
preventive measures and the development of coexistence strategies with 
large carnivores. Thanks to the support of donors and partners, 
approximately 18 tonnes of food for livestock guardian dogs have been 
distributed, along with more than 11 kilometres of electric fencing and wire. 
Over €50,000 worth of assistance has been provided in the form of 
materials, equipment, and direct support to farmers.

Behind these results are not just numbers, but people, farms, and 
communities that have chosen to face a complex challenge by investing in 
prevention, responsibility, and practical solutions. Their commitment helps 
reduce conflicts and makes a more stable coexistence between human 
activities and wildlife possible every day.





The Fund in Practice
A practical tool to reduce conflict on the ground and provide 
direct support to those who choose prevention. The 
Coexistence Fund was created to o�er fast and e�ective 
assistance to livestock farmers operating in areas where 
wolves are present.

We do not provide direct financial grants. Instead, we supply materials, 
equipment, and services free of charge to help improve prevention measures. 
These include electric fencing, signage for the management of livestock 
guardian dogs, support for their upkeep, technical advice, and other tools 
designed to reduce the risk of predation.

The initiative is not intended to replace institutional support schemes, but 
rather to fill existing gaps. It o�ers targeted assistance tailored to each 
situation, supporting both professional and non-professional livestock 
farmers, with particular attention to smaller operations such as family-run 
farms, hobby farms, and educational farms, which are often excluded from 
public funding opportunities.

The Fund also aims to build a network of livestock farmers trained in 
prevention measures, enabling them to exchange experiences, support one 
another, and share practical solutions. This community of mutual support 
operates both locally and nationally, creating opportunities for the exchange 
of knowledge, best practices, and training.





Steady Growth
2024 and 2025
The first two years of the Coexistence Fund marked a period 
of steady growth and consolidation of a model based on 
providing direct support to livestock farmers.

Created with limited resources but a clear vision, the Fund quickly 
demonstrated the value of investing in prevention. It grew from supporting 
10 livestock farmers across 12 Italian regions in 2024 to 21 farmers across 
16 regions in 2025.

During the same period, more than 6 tonnes of food for livestock guardian 
dogs were distributed, along with several kilometres of electric fencing, 
providing practical support to those living and working alongside large 
carnivores on a daily basis.

This growth was made possible by the trust of livestock farmers, donors, and 
partners who chose to support an approach based on prevention and the 
development of practical pathways toward coexistence.





Coexistence Fund
2026

2026 represented the year in which the Coexistence Fund 
reached full maturity, demonstrating its capacity to operate 
nationwide and deliver tangible support to livestock farmers 
committed to prevention.

Thanks to the support of partners and donors, the Fund reached 50 livestock 
farmers across 13 Italian regions and 30 provinces, helping to expand the 
use of essential tools for coexistence with large carnivores.

Over the course of the year, 11.8 tonnes of food for livestock guardian dogs 
were distributed, supporting 33 farms that rely on these animals every day 
as their first line of defence against predation. At the same time, 18 
livestock farmers received prevention equipment to improve the protection 
of their operations, including 9 energisers, nearly 10 kilometres of electric 
fencing and wire, rechargeable batteries, solar panels, and other essential 
tools for pasture management. The total value of assistance provided 
reached almost €30,000, with more than €22,700 allocated to livestock 
guardian dog food and over €7,150 invested in preventive materials and 
equipment.

These figures reflect not only the growth of the Fund, but also the increasing 
demand for practical solutions from those who live and work in rural areas 
and choose to address the presence of wolves through prevention. By 
reducing conflicts and improving resilience, these measures help create the 
conditions for long-term and sustainable coexistence between human 
activities and wildlife.





Tools for Human–Wildlife 
Coexistence 

E�ective predation prevention relies on the integration of 
di�erent but complementary tools, with livestock guardian 
dogs and electric fencing representing the most established 
and e�ective solutions available today.

Livestock guardian dogs play a fundamental role in protecting flocks, 
significantly reducing the risk of attacks. However, their upkeep involves 
substantial costs that are borne almost entirely by farmers.

For this reason, the Coexistence Fund has allocated a significant portion of its 
resources to providing food for livestock guardian dogs. At the same time, the 
Fund has supported the protection of farms through the distribution of 
electric fencing and wire, as well as energisers, batteries, and other 
equipment required for their operation. These are practical interventions that 
enable livestock farmers to strengthen the protection of their animals, reduce 
the risk of losses, and continue investing in prevention.

Behind these figures are dozens of farms that have been able to reinforce 
their preventive measures and continue living alongside large carnivores. 
Every bag of dog food distributed and every metre of fencing installed 
represents a direct investment in coexistence.





Numbers help measure the impact 
of the Coexistence Fund, but its 
greatest value lies in the 
relationships it helps build 
between livestock farmers, local 
communities, and the 
conservation sector.
Every farm supported represents a tangible commitment to prevention 
and coexistence. Each intervention also helps bridge the gap between 
those working in wildlife conservation and those who face the 
challenges of livestock farming every day.

Alongside material support, the Fund has also invested in the sharing 
of knowledge and skills. Among its initiatives in 2026 was a free 
training course attended by more than 30 livestock farmers, focusing 
on wolf biology and behaviour, available prevention tools, and best 
practices for reducing the risk of predation.

This initiative further strengthened dialogue with local communities, 
reflecting the understanding that coexistence does not arise from the 
absence of challenges, but from the ability to address them together 
through information, practical support, and collaboration.



Project Partners
The Coexistence Fund has been made possible thanks to the 
support of partners who share a vision of conservation that 
delivers tangible benefits for both people and nature.

A UK-based foundation, The European Nature Trust has long supported initiatives 
dedicated to biodiversity conservation and the promotion of coexistence between local 
communities and wildlife. In 2026, its contribution was one of the key factors behind the 
growth of the Coexistence Fund, not only through direct financial support but also through 
collaboration on ecotourism programmes carried out in the Abruzzo region of Italy.

Almo Nature is a leading pet food company, renowned for the exceptional quality of its 
products and the innovation it has continuously brought to the sector since 2000. As a 
Benefit Corporation, it supported the project through the provision of food for livestock 
guardian dogs. This tangible contribution helped support dozens of livestock farmers and 
reduce one of the major costs associated with prevention measures. Almo Nature is 100% 
owned by the Fondazione Capellino, to which it allocates 100% of its profits—excluding the 
amount required to ensure business continuity—to projects dedicated to the protection of 
biodiversity.

Wildlife Adventures, based in Pescasseroli, Abruzzo, has actively contributed to the 
Coexistence Fund through the organisation and delivery of summer and winter wildlife 
tours carried out in partnership with The European Nature Trust (TENT). These 
experiences have enabled dozens of participants from across Europe to gain first-hand 
insight into wolf territories, the challenges of coexistence, and the daily work carried out 
by livestock farmers, local communities, and conservation practitioners.



Help Us Build the Future 
of the Coexistence Fund
Over the past three years, we have shown that prevention 
works. We have supported dozens of livestock farmers by 
providing food for livestock guardian dogs, electric fencing, 
and other preventive equipment, making a tangible 
contribution to reducing conflicts with large carnivores. Most 
importantly, we have seen that many farmers are willing to 
embrace coexistence when they are given the tools and 
support needed to do so.

Today, however, requests for support are growing faster than the resources available. 
More and more farms and local communities are turning to us for help, and we know 
that every euro invested in prevention delivers tangible and measurable results. That 
is why we want to grow.

We invite companies, foundations, organisations, and individuals to support 
the Coexistence Fund through donations, sponsorships, fundraising initiatives, 
the provision of materials, or new partnerships.

Every contribution is transformed into concrete action on the ground: a livestock 
guardian dog kept operational, a fence installed, a pasture made safer, a farmer 
supported in adopting preventive measures. Coexistence is built in the �eld, every 
day, alongside the people who live and work in these landscapes. With your support, 
we can reach more farms and turn an increasing number of potential con�icts into 
real examples of successful coexistence.

Visit our website



™

Posta elettronica info@iononhopauradellupo.it
Posta Certificata (PEC) iononhopauradellupo@pec.it

Io non ho paura del lupo APS
Località Cadonica, 296 - 43051 Albareto (PR) - Italy


