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Introduction

We live in a time in which the relationship between human
beings and nature lies at the heart of some of the most
complex challenges of our era. Biodiversity loss, climate
change, landscape transformation, and the return of wild
species across many European regions force us to confront a
fundamental question: are we still capable of coexisting with
the natural world?

Within this context, the wolf has become one of the most powerful and
controversial symbols of the relationship between human society and wildlife.
Its natural return to many parts of Italy has, in recent years, generated a
debate that is often heated, highly polarized, and shaped by incomplete
information, distorted perceptions, and strong social conflict. To address
these challenges, we believe that knowledge must be the starting point.

For this reason, through the project Conoscere il lupo (Knowing the Wolf), our
organization brings to ltalian schools a free educational program focused on
wolf biology, its ecological role, coexistence with human activities, and, more
broadly, the relationship between nature conservation and society.

Our goal is to help shape a new generation of more aware and informed
citizens, capable of approaching complex environmental challenges through
critical thinking, scientific understanding, and a deeper awareness of the
connections that bind together people, landscapes, and ecosystems.

Special thanks go to Six Senses Rome, whose valuable support has made the growth and
consolidation of this educational project possible, allowing us to bring these programs free of
charge to an increasing number of Italian schools and to continue investing in environmental
education as a concrete tool for long-term cultural change.
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The Project

Conoscere il lupo (Knowing the Wolf) was created from the
belief that environmental education is one of the most

effective tools for building a society capable of addressing
the future challenges related to biodiversity conservation.

Every year, thousands of Italian students grow up in territories where the
relationship between human activities and wildlife is changing rapidly. The
return of large carnivores, landscape transformation, the challenges faced by
both rural and urban communities, and the emergence of new ecological
pressures all require a greater collective ability to understand increasingly
complex environmental dynamics.

Through educational programs delivered in schools of all levels, the project
guides students through a learning journey focused on understanding the
wolf and, more broadly, the relationship between human beings and wildlife.
During these activities, students explore topics ranging from wolf biology and
ecology to the fundamental role that large predators play within natural
ecosystems, from the history of wolf persecution across Europe to the species’
natural return to many Italian regions over recent decades.

A significant part of the program is also dedicated to the challenges of
coexistence between wildlife, human activities, and rural communities,
providing students with the tools to better understand the value of
biodiversity, the meaning of conservation, and the complexity of the
relationships connecting nature, landscapes, and society.

Each session is designed using a scientific, accessible, and age-appropriate
approach, with the goal of stimulating curiosity, awareness, and critical
thinking. For us, education means creating the conditions that allow future
generations to build a more balanced and responsible relationship with the
natural world.
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Impact During the 2025-2026
School Year

During the 2025-2026 school year, the project achieved
results that strongly confirm the growing importance of this
initiative within the field of environmental education in ltaly.

Over twelve months of activity, supported by a team of 6 environmental
education specialists, we reached 95 schools, engaged 253 classrooms, and
delivered 150 educational sessions, allowing us to involve a total of 4,340
students. The project expanded across 9 Italian regions and 31 provinces,
leading us to travel more than 13,446 kilometers to reach schools of every
kind — from small institutions located in rural and mountain communities to
large schools in major urban centers.

These figures reflect the steady growth of a project that, year after year, has
built an increasingly widespread presence throughout the country,
responding to a clear and growing educational need. Behind every session
delivered are thousands of students who had the opportunity fo engage with
scientific topics that are often absent from traditional school curriculq,
exploring issues related to biodiversity, nature conservation, and the
relationship between human activities and wildlife.

We believe that schools represent one of the most important spaces in which
to build a new culture of coexistence — one capable of shaping citizens who
are informed, aware, and prepared to face the major environmental
challenges of the future. This is precisely the direction in which the project
continues to grow and evolve, year after year.



One of the strongest
indicators of the project’s
impact over the years has
been the continuous increase
in demand from schools,
providing clear evidence of
the educational value and
growing recognition that the
initiative is building
throughout ltaly.
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The numbers clearly demonstrate the growth of Conoscere il
lupo for Schools and the educational value that this project is
generating within the ltalian school system.

During its first school year, 2023-2024, the project reached 332 students,
representing an initial pilot phase designed to test and validate the educational
model. Already in the following year, 2024-2025, we recorded significant growth,
entering 65 schools across Italy and substantially expanding the number of
students involved.

The 2025-2026 school year definitively confirmed this trend. Within just a few
months, we received 127 requests from schools located throughout Italy. Despite
significantly expanding our activities, we were able to meet approximately 100
requests, delivering a total of 150 educational sessions.

And it is precisely this figure that perhaps reveals the most important aspect of
the project: today, demand is real, tangible, and steadily growing. The requests
we were unable to fulfill were not the result of a lack of interest, but solely the
consequence of the financial, organizational, and logistical limitations of a
project that, despite achieving extraordinary results, continues to operate with
resources that remain insufficient compared to the real demand emerging from
schools across the country.

More and more teachers and educational institutions are actively seeking
educational programs capable of addressing, in a rigorous, accessible, and
scientifically grounded way, issues that are becoming increasingly central to the
future of younger generations: biodiversity, nature conservation, the relationship
between human activities and wildlife, environmental change, and landscape
transformation.

This tells us something very simple: there is today a growing need for
high-quality environmental education.






Why This Project Matters

Talking about wolves in schools means addressing a subject
that goes far beyond the understanding of a single animal
species. It means helping students explore much broader
issues concerning how natural ecosystems function, the
value of biodiversity, the concept of sustainability, and,
above all, the role that human beings occupy within
ecological systems that are increasingly complex and fragile.

Through this project, students discover that nature conservation is not simply
about protecting wildlife, but inevitably involves the relationship between
human communities, landscapes, economic activities, cultural traditions, and
the future of rural territories. In this context, the return of the wolf becomes a
powerful educational tool for reflecting on how today’s major environmental
challenges cannot be addressed through simplifications or ideological
divisions, but instead require knowledge, critical thinking, and a deeper
understanding of the connections between society and nature.

We believe that educating younger generations to understand this complexity
is one of the most important investments we can make today. Helping shape
citizens who are more aware, capable of critically interpreting environmental
issues, and able to understand the value of coexistence between human
beings and biodiversity means building the foundations of a society better
prepared to face the ecological challenges of the coming decades.

In this sense, investing in environmental education means investing directly in
the collective future of our communities.
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Measuring Educational Impact

One of the most important aspects we sought to
evaluate throughout the year was the project’s concrete
educational effectiveness and the ability of students to
absorb and understand the topics explored during the
learning sessions.

For this reason, at the end of the activities, we collected and analyzed
a large sample of questionnaires completed directly by students, with
the objective of assessing not only their overall appreciation of the
experience, but above all the level of learning generated through the
educational program.

The analysis involved 65 classrooms from 51 schools distributed across
18 provinces and 7 ltalian regions, for a total of more than 15,450
individual responses collected.

The results reveal an extremely significant outcome: on average, 72.6%
of students’ responses were correct, confirming a strong
understanding of the topics covered during the sessions. The data
remained remarkably consistent across different educational levels,
with 72.1% correct responses among primary school students and 74.3%
among secondary school students, demonstrating the project’s ability
to effectively adapt complex topics to audiences of very different ages
and levels of prior knowledge.

These results confirm that Conoscere il lupo for Schools is not simply
an environmental awareness initiative, but a genuine educational
program capable of generating measurable learning outcomes,
transferring solid scientific knowledge, and fostering among students a
deeper understanding of the relationships connecting biodiversity,
nature conservation, and coexistence between human beings and
wildlife.






The results achieved during the 2025-2026 school year
clearly confirm that Conoscere il lupo for Schools has
become a well-established and effective project, capable of
generating concrete and measurable educational impact.

Over the past years, we have built an educational program increasingly
recognized by teachers and schools across the country, demonstrating the
existence of a real and growing need for educational tools capable of
addressing, in a rigorous yet accessible way, complex issues related to
biodiversity, nature conservation, and the relationship between human
beings and wildlife.

At the same time, the results achieved so far represent only a starting point.

Our goal for the coming years is to further expand the number of schools
reached, develop new educational materials, strengthen the project’s
presence in regions where we are not yet able to operate consistently, and
make these educational opportunities increasingly accessible to students,
teachers, and local communities throughout Italy.

To make this possible, we need partners who share our vision.

Foundations, companies, public institutions, and individual citizens can all
play a concrete role in supporting the future development of this project,
allowing us to reach new schools, engage an even greater number of
students, and continue spreading scientific knowledge around environmental
issues that will become increasingly central to the future of our societies.

Investing in environmental education today means helping build a more
informed, responsible, and resilient society for tomorrow.
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Localita Cadonica, 296 - 43051 Albareto (PR) - Italy

Posta Certificata (PEC) iononhopauradellupo@pec.it



